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General Overview

For the domestic portion of the elite season the high performance unit devoted considerable time in reviewing processes from the previous year, making preparations for the coming international program and selecting crews and squads to compete in the respective World Championship events..  The period was also very busy with the commencement of a series of reviews as the organisation approaches the conclusion of the Beijing Olympiad and makes preparations for the 2009 – 2012 quadrenniums.  Other activities have focuses on preparations for the 2008 Olympic Games.  The following is a summary of the highlight of the year to date.

Feed back results from 2006 Teams

Surveys were conducted across all teams and the information was reconciled.  Overall, all coaches, support staff and athletes rated overall satisfaction with their tour 4.5 on a 5 point rating scale (5 highest, and 1 lowest).  This was a pleasing result for the unit especially as the junior and Under 23 teams where athletes and coaches self fund their tours.

The highest rated aspects of the tour were: 

· All athletes and coaches were satisfied or highly satisfied with the standard of accommodation used during the World Championship Event.  

· All athletes and coaches were satisfied or highly satisfied with the standard of equipment used in international competition

· All athletes and coaches were satisfied of highly satisfied with the availability and quality of the physiotherapy during the tours.

Areas that were highlighted for consideration for future teams included:

· The availability of Sport Psychology in preparation and competition for Senior Team athletes.

· The availability of Physiology and Biomechanics to Under 23 and Junior Team Athletes.

· Input sought from Support Staff on Tour planning.

High Performance Commission

The board re-established the High Performance Commission in 2007.  The commission has produced a charter that outlines its role with respect to the high performance and its activities and functions.  As an over seeing body the commission has moved quickly to establish the framework with which it will determine the structure the sport will adopt in 2007.  This process will include consultation stakeholders at all levels of the pathway.  The commission has had one meeting in June and will meet again in July to continue preparations.

National Elite Development Program

In late 2006 the unit was asked to undertake a review of the Rowing Australia Elite Development and Elite Club funding programs.  The detailed review examined the programs from a national perspective and identified the strategic needs and gaps that existed within the programs.  The outcome was a single National Elite Development Program replacing the existing programs.  The new program commences on the 1st July 2007.  Rowing Australia would like to thank those state Rowing organisations and State academies and State Institutes of Sport who contributed to the process.  

Associated with the release of the NEDP program has been the need to establish a standardised battery of tests to benchmark and monitor the development of talented athletes from schools to Olympic levels.  Rowing Australia received funding from National Talent Identification and Development to develop the tests and protocols, consult with sports science professionals across Australia and produce resources to provide these tools.  Thank you to the National Talent Identification and Development program for their support here. 

Australian Institute of Sport and State Institute and Academy of Sport Network

After completion of the international tours in 2006, Rowing Australia moved to establish the  big boat program which utilised the AIS and the SIS/SAS network across Australia.  The AIS is hosting a full compliment of athletes (26 on scholarship) and an additional 10 development athletes through the Breaking the Drought program. 

After Selection, the Mens and Womens heavy weight sweep programs are based at the AIS in Canberra, Womens Sculling including heavy and light weights in Adelaide (SASI), Lightweight men in Perth (WAIS), Mens Sculling in Hobart (TIS).  Additionally the Mens Coxless Pair was based in Melbourne at the VIS.  Rowing Australia is grateful to the continued support of this network and has continued to ensure the existence of a positive working relationship.

Team Handbook

The High Performance unit reviewed the processes and policies encompassing an athletes membership of a national team.  To improve communication and improve the administration of the teams, a team handbook and a series of downloadable administration forms were produced and placed on the website.  All athletes were briefed after their selection and received a copy of the document.    To date the process has been very successful and the number of calls related to team administration has reduced by 50%.

Staffing

The unit also had a personnel change with the High Performance Administrator Joel Freeme departing and being replaced by Carlie McCall in January 2007.   Carlie has bought a range of new skills and approaches to the operations of the unit and her contribution has been very valuable.

National Teams

After an exhaustive selection process during the April selection regatta and trials, the 2007 Senior, Under 23, Junior and Adaptive teams were selected.  A number of injuries and sickness have prompted the need to retrial some seats in boats selected in April.  As of the 15th of June the make up of teams and squads for the 2007 World championships are as follows.

	NATIONAL TEAMS - 2007

	Senior Teams

	MEN’S CREWS

Heavyweight Sweep Squad (AIS-based): Eight

Conrad, Sam (QLD)

Fosterling, Karsten (Vic.)

Laurich, Tom (NSW)

Marburg, James (Vic.)

McKenzie-McHarg, Cameron (Vic.)

Ryan, Matthew (NSW)

Stevenson, Jeremy (WA)

Tomkins, James (Vic.)

COX: Rabjohns, Marty (NSW)

COACH: Richardson, Brian (ACT)

Coxed Pair (reserves)

Heard, Jason (Vic,)

Pragnell, Fergus (NSW)

COX: Rabjohns, Marty (NSW)

COACH: Richardson, Brian (ACT); Randell, Andrew (NSW)

Coxless Fours

Baxter, Nick (NSW)

Chapman, James (NSW)

Hegerty, Francis (NSW)

Loch, Sam (NSW)

COACH: Richardson, Brian (ACT); Randell, Andrew (NSW)

Coxless Pair

Ginn, Drew (Vic.)

Free, Duncan (QLD)

COACH: O’Brien, Chris (Vic.)

Heavy Sculling Squad: (Hobart-based): Quad/Res 1x squad

Gatti, James (WA)

McRae, James (SA)

Morgan, Chris (SA)

Kelly, David (WA)

Noonan, Dan (NSW)

COACH: Ayliffe, Rhett (Tas.)

Double

Brennan, Scott (Tas.)

Crawshay, David (Vic.)

COACH/s: O’Brien, Chris (Vic.); Ayliffe, Rhett (Tas.)

Lightweight Squad (Perth-based): Coxless Four

Chisholm, Rod (NSW)

Cureton, Ben (WA)

Edwards, Anthony (Tas.)

Skipworth, Todd (WA)

COACH: Maurogiovanni, Antonio (WA)

Double Scull

Beltz, Sam (Tas.)

Gibson, Tom (Tas.)

COACH: Maurogiovanni, Antonio (WA)

Coxless Pair

Brown, Ross (WA)

McBryde, Michael (QLD)

COACH: Maurogiovanni, Antonio (WA)


	WOMEN’S CREWS

Heavyweight Sweep Squad (AIS-based): Eight, Pair and Four Squad

Bale, Natalie (WA)

Cook, Sarah (ACT)

Crow, Kim (Vic.)

Heard, Sarah (Vic.)

Hornsey, Kate (Tas.)

Kehoe, Sally (QLD)

Roberts, Vicky (NSW)

Selby Smith, Robyn (Vic.)

Outhwaite, Sarah (Vic.)

Mills, Sonia (ACT)

Stanley, Phoebe (Vic.)

Martin, Emily (Vic.)

COX: Patrick, Lizzie (Vic.)

COACH/s: McCarthy, Lyall (ACT);

Heavy Sculling Squad (Adelaide-based): Double Scull

Hore, Kerry (Tas.)

Savage, Pippa (QLD)

COACH: David, Adrian (SA)

Quad Scull

Ives, Amy (NSW)

Pratley, Brooke (NSW)

Bradley, Amber (WA)

Sens, Catriona (Vic.)

COACH: David, Adrian (SA)

Lightweight Squad (Adelaide-based): Double

Halliday, Amber (SA)

Houston, Marguerite (SA)

COACH: David, Adrian (SA)

Quad

Bennett, Miranda (NSW)

Kelly, Tara (QLD)

McNamara, Alice (Vic.)

Watson, Bronwen (NSW)

COACH: Randell, Ellen (NSW)

TEAM STAFF

HPD: Donaldson, Noel (ACT) (Two tours)

MANAGER: Oakman, Dean (ACT) (World Champs)

MANAGER: Ebert, Ray (QLD) (Two tours)

DOCTOR: Lovell, Greg (ACT) (World Champs)

DOCTOR: Beltz, Ian (Tas.) (World Cups)

PHYSIO: Hooper, Ivan (ACT) (World Champs)

PHYSIO: Neylan, Rachel (NSW) (World Cups)

PHYSIO: Everett, Susan (SA) (World Champs)

PHYSIO: Wajswelner, Henry (ACT) (World Cup)

MASSEUR: Braun, Heike (QLD) (World Championships)

MASSEUR: Thornton, Tanya (ACT) (World Cup)

PHYSIOLOGIST: Rice, Tony (ACT) (Two tours)

BOATMAN: Graf, Urs (SUI)



	UNDER 23

	MEN'S CREWS

Heavyweight Sweep (Sydney-based): Eight

Alfred, Terrence (NSW)

Allsop, Richard (NSW)

Boyce, Edward (NSW)

Conolly, Andrew (NSW)

Estens, Mitchell (NSW) – Blair Brown (VIC) - TBC

Goswell, James (NSW)

Larkins, Tom (Vic.)

Linke, John (Vic.)

COX: Lister, Toby (NSW)

COACH: Bourguignon, Phil (NSW)

Coxless Fours (Adelaide-based)

Andrew, Nick (SA)

Bolt, Matt (SA)

Coudraye, Bryn (SA)

Kinnear, Ned (SA)

COACH: Shepherd, Zoltan (SA)

Heavy Sculling (Perth based): Quad

Swann, Tom (VIC)

Fletcher, Steven (WA)

Reedman, Danjels (NSW)

Renton, Sam (Qld)

COACH: Lane, Jason (WA)

Lightweight Squad (Hobart-Huon-based): Coxless Four

Girdlestone, Cameron (NSW)

Sondermeyer, Max (Tas.)

Hookway, Jonothan (Tas.)

Bertrand, Tommy (Vic.)

COACH: Driessen, John (Tas.)

Coxless Pair

Baker, Nick (Tas.)

Egan, Michael (Tas.)

COACH: Ron Batt (Tas.)

Quad Scull

McLeod, Hugh (NSW)

Purcell, Darryn (QLD)

| Tunevitsch, Blair (Tas.)

Ward, Perry (WA)

COACH: Driessen, John (Tas.)


	WOMEN'S CREWS
Heavyweight Sweep (Perth-based): Coxless Fours
Alderman, Libby (WA)
Baker, Georgia (WA)
Lahey, Sascha (QLD)
Rose, Emily (WA)
COACH Quinn, Mike (WA)

Heavy Sculling (Melbourne-based): Quad
Kirby, Renee (NSW)
McCarthy, Emma (QLD)
Szatsznajder, Lisa (Vic.)
Walters, Charlotte (Tas.)
COACH: Terrell, Brenton (Vic.)

Lightweight (Launceston-based): Double
Cottam, Carly (Tas.)
Fenger, Ingrid (Tas.)
COACH: Batt, Ron (NSW)

TEAM STAFF
HPD: Donaldson, Noel (ACT) – end of tour
MANAGER: Smith, Michael
HEAD COACH: TBC from team coaching staff
DOCTOR: Szatsznajder, Krys (Vic.)
PHYSIO: Webber, Oliver (NSW)
BOATMAN: Graf, Urs (SUI) – separate budget



	Junior Teams

	MEN'S CREWS

Coxed Four

Dignan, Matthew (NSW)

Berzins, Alex (NSW)

Spencer, Kurt (NSW)

Girardi, Owen (SA)

COX: Clark, Ed (NSW)

COACH: Bates, Glenn (NSW)

Quad Scull

Barnier, Nicholas (ACT)

Cleaver, Zac (ACT)

Morton, Angus (QLD)

Wright, David (Tas.)

COACH: Sanders, Regan (ACT)

Single Scull

Wilczynski, Taylor (Tas.)

COACH: Williams, Rob (Tas.)


	WOMEN'S CREWS

Coxless Pair

Tamsitt Veronica (ACT)

Northam, Christabelle (ACT)

COACH: Marcks, Gordon

Double Scull

Mann, Brittany (WA)

Monson, Alana (SA)

COACH: Butler, Andrew (SA)

TEAM STAFF

MANAGER: Oakman, Dean (ACT)

DOCTOR: Thew, Lyn (ACT)

HEAD COACH: TBC



	ADAPTIVE TEAM

	Adaptive LTA Double 

Ross, Kathryn (Vic.)

MacLean, John (NSW) 

Coach: Albisser, Pedro (NSW)

Adaptive Men's Single

Monypenny, Dominic (TAS)

Coach: Bryan, Rick (TAS)




Finally, Rowing Australia would like to thank:

· The Australian Sports Commission and the Australian Olympic Committee for their continued funding and support;

· Gary Merritt, Barbara Fenner, Charles Bartlett and David Yates for their valuable contribution to selecting our teams.

· Bob Pennington, Michael Eastaughffe, Andrew Guerin, Norm Saunders, Greg Smith and Victor Walter for their assistance in supervising the selection competition.

· Michael Rigo, Ivan Hooper, Carmel Goodman the medical team (too numerous to name individually)

· Croker Oars and Sykes Racing for their continued support  of Australian National Teams; and

· The commitment and effort of our athletes, coaches, their families and supporters as they strive to be the best they can be.  

Colin Smith

Director, High Performance
