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Memo

To:
Olympic Team nominated athletes and Senior Coaching Staff.
From:
Noel W. Donaldson,  High Performance Director

CC:
RA Staff and Board, ASC, AOC, SIS/SAS Directors, SSO’s, Selectors, Section Managers, PMO.

Date:
2nd February 2007

Re:
Naming of Olympic Shadow Team and National Training Squads.
Dear Athletes and Coaches,

It is with great pleasure that I write to announce the naming of the National Training Squads for 2007 and the Rowing Australia Shadow Team to be considered for the 2008 Olympic Games.

In so doing I wish to acknowledge the great support of our partners who have made this possible. The financial and other support of the Australian Sports Commission, the Australian Olympic Committee, the Australian Institute of Sport and the hosting State Sports Institutes (WAIS, SASI, VIS/QAS) will allow our sport to take a very pro active role in preparing our National and Olympic Games rowing teams in 2007 and 2008. Thank you!

The recommendations of the national selectors have now been endorsed by the RA Board in accordance with the provisions of the 2007 Event Supplement, the Rowing Australia nomination criteria for the 2008 Olympic Games and our Selection Policy.

It should also be noted that these lists do not exclude other athletes from participating in and earning selection into our teams should they meet the various requirements of selection. Favourable performances will be recognised and recommendations will be made by Rowing Australia for inclusion into either the National Training Squads or the Rowing Australia Shadow Team for the 2008 Olympic Games. 

Please find attached a spreadsheet containing the list of names. Congratulations.

We are pleased with the overall manner and acceptance of this squad principle and the open communication and maturity of our elite athletes in setting themselves for Beijing, well done. The squads are talented and our eventual teams will be strong. Let’s all work together with this.

Please find below specific comments that relate to each category and some of the future logistics requirements: 

MEN’S SWEEP SQUADS:

The Men’s Pair Squad will continue to prepare under the direction of Chris O’Brien. Their support package will assist in the relocation and living arrangements as per the previous advise from RA. Chris O’Brien should contact the HPD to confirm some of the planning arrangements. 

The Men’s Eight and Four Squad: 13 rowers and 1 coxswain have been named to become AIS scholarship athletes.

All listed members of this squad are to contact the National Men’s Head Coach, Brian Richardson at the AIS (02) 6285 2758 to discuss relocation dates and the like.

You will then be directed to the AIS Program Administrator, Dean Oakman (02) 6285 3613 in regards the travel relocations and various scholarship procedures.

LIGHTWEIGHT MEN’S SQUAD:

This squad comprises 7 rowers and they will be based in Perth (WAIS) under the direction of Antonio Maurogiovanni.

The athletes involved in relocating to Perth should contact the RA office through the HPD in regards travel dates next week and the arrival procedures in Perth. WAIS staff through Antonio and Liz Booth 08 93878166 will assist in the settling in process in co-operation with RA. Alternate arrival times for any athlete need to be discussed with the HPD.

Individuals should contact and consult the HPD seeking the approval for assistance in the more complex parts of the relocation in regards vehicles, furniture and the like. 

MEN’S SCULLING SQUAD:

There is no centralized squad for this category at present. 

The listed athletes may through their coaches contact the HPD in regards the support for competing at additional interstate events up until the National Championships. (see previous correspondence to coaches)

A review of the performance standards will be made after the National Championships for a squad of athletes to be involved in a National Camp in Canberra from Thursday 29th March – Sunday 1st April. Athletes are encouraged to train and race in double and quad sculls regularly during the domestic season.

WOMEN’S HEAVYWEIGHT SQUAD:

A squad of 14 rowers and 2 coxswains have been named in this squad. The 14 rowers will comprise an element of sweep rowing and sculling. The 2 coxswains need to contact the National Women’s Head Coach, Lyall McCarthy (02) 6285 2757 to discuss the planning associated with this arrangement. Lyall will direct the coxswains to the HPD and Dean Oakman in regards the support that will be provided and other logistics information.

The 14 rowers are required to commence on the 12th February. Please contact the AIS Program Administrator, Dean Oakman (02) 6285 3613 in regards the travel relocations and various scholarship procedures.

WOMEN’S LIGHTWEIGHT SQUAD:

At present this squad will comprise 2 athletes and they will be based in Adelaide (SASI) under the direction of Adrian David.

Whilst this category undertakes further review at the National Championships an offer is made for the Shadow Team athletes to race at the South Australian Championships with funding support from RA. Contact the HPD for logistics arrangements. (see previous correspondence to coaches)

The size of the squad will be reviewed after the National Championships to determine whether it will increase in the next part of the domestic period.

FUNDING:

As indicated in the introduction the athlete funding is appreciated and a cornerstone to the success of this centralized program and other athlete initiatives. The CEO, Andrew Dee and HPD have previously indicated the levels of support and these will take place as previously advertised. As the funding sources vary with our different partners there will be various requirements for athletes depending on the funding source. All athletes will need to have signed a RA Athletes Agreement (2006 team members are current to 22nd April 2007). The ASC will also require likewise for the Australian Government Sports Training Grant (AGSTG) The AIS athletes will need to sign scholarship agreements. The AOC Medal Incentive Fund (MIF) request for payment has been processed by RA today and this reflects the increased payments offered by the AOC (and our new silver medal winning W4x.) Wherever possible RA will endeavour to short circuit the repetitiveness of the same information however athletes should be tolerant with the completion of key personal details including bank account details and the like where they are required. RA staff Greg Howell and Carlie McCall will be the responsible people at RA with this administration.

RA will make the first direct debit payments next week to WA, SA and Vic/Qld based athletes. Dean will explain the AIS procedures and the ASC Board will meet next Thursday to begin the process from this perspective. We expect the AOC’s turn around to be quite quick. 

Where any concerns exist in this area athletes should talk directly with either the HPD or Greg Howell. 

EVENT SUPPLEMENT CHANGE:

Lightweight Senior A Men:

Please note that the RA Board have approved a slight change to the racing requirements of the Senior A lightweight men at the National Championships. Athletes who have nominated for the 2007 Senior A team and who have completed their AOC nomination form must race in both the lightweight pair and lightweight single scull in the selection races at the Nationals in Nagambie in March. The next Bulletin from the Organising Committee (due next week) will outline the draft race schedules so that entries can be made in accordance with these schedules. It is planned to race the single scull on Monday 5th March (3 races) and the pair on Tuesday 6th March (2 races in the morning session). Normal FISA weight rules apply. The Event Supplement will be published on the RA website early next week.

Please do not hesitate to direct questions to either the relevant Head Coach or administrative personnel should you require any clarification of this material or you wish to discuss athlete progress.

Regards,

Noel Donaldson

High Performance Director

(M) 0418 357750   (W) 02 6256 5999

Noel W. Donaldson – High Performance Director.   
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