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Memo

To:
2008 Senior A Australian Rowing Team aspirants.
From:
Noel W. Donaldson,  High Performance Director

CC:
RA Board, AOC, RA Staff, AIS/SIS/SAS, SSO, Administrators.

Date:
23rd November 2008
Re:
2008 Selection update
Dear Athletes and Coaches,

With the first World Cup for 2008 less than 6 months away Rowing Australia (RA) have made some decisions in regards selection towards the 2008 Senior A Australian Rowing Team.

The RA Board appointed the following members of the Selection Panel to make recommendations in regards selection matters for all Senior A athletes (men and women) and coaches in 2008:

Noel Donaldson (Chairman), Matt Draper, David Yates.

The National Head Coaches (Brian Richardson, Men and Lyall McCarthy, Women) play an integral role in advising the Selection Panel in all relevant areas. Selected crew coaches will also be consulted in matters associated with their categories and crews. 

The following Coaching, Crew Selection and Priority Boat information is as a result of the Selectors recommendations that have been approved by the RA Board and they follow the release of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook.

Notwithstanding the briefing comments below the Selectors must always continue to assess the selection of crews in regard to the provisions of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook and the 2007-2008 Event Supplement. This said the following comments in regards category information should act as a clear guide as to the current intent. 

COACHING:

Confirmation of previous appointments to 2008:

Lyall McCarthy:

Women’s Eight and Coxless Pair.

Brian Richardson:

Men’s Eight.

Adrian David:


Women’s Lightweight Double Scull.

Antonio Maurogiovanni:
Men’s Lightweight Double Scull and Coxless Four.

Chris O’Brien:


Men’s Coxless Pair.

New appointments for 2008:

Rhett Ayliffe:


Men’s Sculling (crew TBC).

John Cumper:


Assistant Coach Women’s Eight and Coxless Pair.

Congratulations to these coaches.

The selectors will reconvene prior to the 21st December 2007 to consider appointing a coach for the Women’s Quad Scull.

Further coach appointments are likely to be considered for the Men’s Coxless Four, Men’s Lightweights and Men’s Sculling. No additional coaching positions will be made for the Women’s Double or Single Scull if selected. The AOC set quotas for the number of “Officials” (coaches and support staff) and this has to be considered in final decisions.

CREW SELECTION: (Early selection of the following boats and athletes apply). 

Men’s Coxless Pair:


Duncan Free and Drew Ginn.

Women’s Lightweight Double Scull:
Amber Halliday and Marguerite Houston.

Congratulations to our Gold Medalists from 2007 and good luck on repeating in 2008.

PRIORITY BOATS:

Women’s sweep:
(Previously notified) The Women’s Eight and Coxless Pair are the priority boats in heavyweight women’s crews.

Women’s sculling:
The Women’s Quad is the priority boat. Consideration for a Double or Single Scull will be made only after the Quad is selected.

Men’s sweep:

The Men’s Eight is the priority over the Men’s Coxless Four.

Men’s sculling:
The Men’s Double Scull is the priority over the Quad and then the Single Scull (NB: The single will also act as the reserve for the other boats.)

Men’s lightweights:
No priority boat exists at present, see below for Event Supplement process.

CATEGORY INFORMATION: (additional information or confirmation of significant matters contained in the Event Supplement.) 

Women’s sweep:
The selectors will aim to select the Women’s Pair and Eight (two boats) at the February Selection Regatta.


The Women’s Pairs at the December Time Trial and Selection Regatta will be formed from NTC combinations. NB: Women’s Pairs will be rowed over 5km on Friday 7th December and 2000m on Saturday 8th December. Coxless Fours will only be rowed on Sunday 9th December.

Women’s sculling:
Scullers will remain in their SIS/SAS for training until a decision on a coach for the Quad Scull is made. This will be considered prior to or on the 21st December 2007. Depending on coach appointment a centralized program may commence after the January Camp or after the February Selection Regatta to focus on the Quad Scull selection in April. Consideration will be given after the February Selection Regatta for competent scullers to be considered in this category if they did not make the Women’s Pair or Eight.


The NHCW (Lyall McCarthy) will be responsible for the training program and coordination of the December Camp. 

Women’s LW scull:
With the Double Scull selected the initial and primary emphasis will be on the identification of the likely reserve/s for this boat.


The invited athletes to the December Time Trial and Selection Regatta are required to compete for commencing the process of identifying the reserve.


There will not be a December Camp for this category.


Further notifications in regards the January camp, squad relocation and World Championship selection (LW1x, LW4x) will be made prior to or on the 21st December 2007.

Men’s sweep:
The Men’s Pairs at the December Time Trial will be formed from NTC combinations. 

With the Coxless Pair selected the initial racing at the February Selection Regatta will now commence in Coxless Fours. It is unlikely that pairs will be raced after the December Time Trial.


Squad/s will be formed after the January camp to identify training combinations in fours prior to the February Selection Regatta. 


The aim is to select the Men’s Eight at the end of the February Selection Regatta. 


Consideration will be given after the February Selection Regatta for competent scullers to be considered for selection in the Quad Scull if they did not make the Men’s Eight.


The process for finalizing the Men’s Coxless Four will be confirmed at a later date.

Men’s sculling:
With the Double Scull a priority the initial racing at the February Selection Regatta will now commence in Double Sculls. It is unlikely that singles will be raced after the December Time Trial.


Squad/s will be formed after the January camp to identify training combinations in doubles prior to the February Selection Regatta. This may necessitate relocation to various centres. 


The aim is to select the Men’s Double at the February Selection Regatta. 


The process for finalizing the Men’s Quad will be confirmed at a later date but it is likely to be at the April Selection Regatta. A squad will be formed after the February Selection Regatta to train together until the Quad is selected.

Men’s lightweights:
Athletes who nominate for both sweep and sculling are to race a coxless pair on day 2 (Friday 7th December, 5km) of the December Time Trial. (NB: All athletes will race a single scull on day 1 (5km)). These pairs will be formed from NTC combinations.


Athletes who only nominate for sculling will race the Single Scull and then the Double Scull at the December Time Trial and Selection Regatta.


Sweep rowers will progress to the Coxless Fours at the December Selection Regatta.


Depending on the performances at the December Time Trial and Selection Regatta the selectors may consider naming a priority boat.


The emphasis of the December and January Camps will be assessed from the results at the December Time Trial and Selection Regatta.

FUNDING:

RA is awaiting a decision this week from the ASC in regards confirming the AGSTGrants. These will commence from January 7th 2008. These funds are significant and the draft amounts match those given earlier in 2007. Individual amounts will be confirmed as soon as they are known.

All athletes required to relocate will receive either DAS from RA or scholarship / camp funding from the AIS for the duration of their relocation until the Olympic Games at a value of approximately $430 p.w. Some seeding money will be considered for top 4 placed athletes outside of the AIS athletes prior to January 7th 2008.

The AOC have recently announced an increase in the MIF for athletes who placed in the top 4 in 2007. The new figures are now:

Athletes $ 

Coaches $

Gold 

20,000 

5,000

Silver 

13,400 

3,350

Bronze

10,000 

2,500

4th                      6,700 

1,675

These amounts will be payable from January 1st 2008. Thanks AOC!

Top 4 placed athletes from 2007 are currently receiving SSSM support and all squad athletes will be entitled to this support upon commencement of any squad located training.

I hope this brief and direct communication outlines the direction of each category as we embark upon the first Selection Regatta in the very near future.

Please do not hesitate to contact either the Head Coaches or myself in regards any of the rowing content. Matt Draper will manage the administrative side of the program so questions in this regard can be directed his way.

See you all soon.

Regards,  

Noel Donaldson.

Noel W. Donaldson – High Performance Director.   
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