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Memo

To:
Men’s Quad  / Single Scull Squad


Women’s Eight Squad.
From:
Noel W. Donaldson, High Performance Director / Chairman or Selectors.

CC:
Selectors, Board, SIS/SAS/AIS, SSO’s

Date:
2nd May 2008
Re:
Updated selection progression.

To all relevant athletes and coaches in the Men’s Quad / Single Squad and the Women’s Eight Squad.
The 2008 Selection Policy Handbook requires in the Event Supplement on page 46 [4.12 (c)] to: 

“Within 10 days (from the 22 April) RA will advise athletes of the process by which the final crew will be determined. (see Note 9 below).”

9.  Selection of 2008 Senior A Squads to Crews

9.1 The primary purpose of this strategy is to ensure that the final selection of crews to be nominated by Rowing Australia to the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC) to represent Australia at the Olympic Games will take into account, amongst other factors, both the continuing form and compatibility of the athletes, as well as relative category strengths in comparison to world standards observed at the World Cups. This strategy is consistent with the objective of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook (see paragraph 1.1).

9.2 The squad principle does not apply to the categories in which crews have already been selected but other provisions in part 3 of the Selection Policy allow for continuing assessment to be made. The following process will apply to the crews or squads that are announced following either the February or April Selection Trials:

(a) All athletes will be required to relocate to their National Training Centre as advised by the crew or squad coach and approved by the National selectors as soon as practicable after the announcement of the crew or squad.

(b) Some squads may be required to race at the 3rd Selection Regatta and as a result of the performances at these trials either crews or squads will be named at the conclusion of these trials on the 20th April 2008.

(c) Crews and squads may be selected to race at World Cup Regatta/s. The performances at these regatta/s will be used as a reference point for the finalisation of crews but equally as important, the performances provide an opportunity to appraise our team strengths and weaknesses in comparison to our opponents which in turn may influence the Selectors’ decisions in prioritising squads to crews. Crew or category squads may continue until completion of the World Cup Regattas on 22nd June2008.

(d) Where appropriate the Selectors and coaches may identify the final composition of a crew/s from the squad prior to this time.

Note: All National crew(s) combinations for nomination to the AOC will be finalised by RA on or before Wednesday 25th June 2008, after the final World Cup Regatta and just over five weeks before the heats of the Olympic Games.

CATEGORY UPDATE:

Men’s Quad / Single Squad :

· Five athletes have been chosen from which to select 4 for the quad scull. The 5th athlete will race in the single scull at the Olympic Games. However, the primary role is to act as a reserve to the two other sculling boats (M2x & M4x).

· The Quad is the priority over the Single.

· Chris Morgan (CM) has been granted a medical exemption by the PMO and is on a graduated and approved rehabilitation program until review prior to the 24th May 2008.

· Dan Noonan, James McRae, Brendan Long and Peter Hardcastle will row the Quad Scull at the Munich and Lucern World Cups.

· The Selectors will review the performances of the Quad after Lucern and simultaneously review the physical condition of CM at this time with the PMO and other relevant treatment providers.

· The Selectors will at this time (after the Lucerne World Cup) review the performances of the athletes and crew(s) and may decide on various courses of action: 

1. Propose to the RA Board  that the crews (as currently training and racing then) be approved for nomination to the AOC for selection in the 2008 Australian Olympic Team - or 

2. Request the coach (John Driessen) and the HPD to include Chris Morgan in the Quad for training in Varese and that he monitor and record CM’s and the crews performances in training as compared to the crew that raced the two World Cups. The Selectors will at this time, announce the method of trialing or the weighting of the 15 criteria found in Part 4.1.1 of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook to be used to finalise the crew selections.

· It is anticipated that the final crew decisions will be made no later than the final day of training in Varese before returning to Australia on the 14th June. 

· Should Chris Morgan not be given a medical clearance by the PMO to travel on the 24th May, the Selectors may consider alternate courses of action in which to determine the final quad and single sculling crews.

· The above process and decisions by the Selectors will be in accordance with the objective of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook; “to select the best possible team(s) to represent Australia with the best chance of winning medals at international events, including the 2008 Olympic Games”.

Women’s Eight Squad:
NOTE: At present FISA has allocated Australia one (1) alternate position for the 2008 OIympic Games .

· At the February Selection Regatta 8 rowers and a coxswain were selected to the 2008 Women’s Eight squad.

· At the April Selection Regatta two more rowers (Natalie Bale and Robyn Selby Smith) were added to the 2008 Women’s Eight squad. Their performances to gain selection were warranted but ranked these athletes in positions 9 and 10, in the squad of 10 athletes.

· Subsequent to this, injuries to Brooke Pratley and Pauline Frasca will now prevent them from competing in the Munich World Cup. Bale and Selby Smith will race in their place.

· The remaining 8 rowers will race the eight in Munich, with some also racing pairs in order to gain additional race practice (and also serve as a means of progressive evaluation).

· The Selectors will continue to take advice from the RA medical staff and the crew coach in regards the re introduction of Pratley and Frasca after the Munich World Cup. 

· The crew coach and HPD will monitor and record training performances and be responsible for determining the crew combinations in training and the crew/s to race at the Lucerne World Cup. The preference is to race the original 8 selected rowers.

· The Selectors will at this time (after the Lucerne World Cup) review the performances of the athletes and they may decide on various courses of action: 

1. Announce the recommendations for crew selection; 

2. Request the coach (Lyall McCarthy) and the HPD to continue to appraise the squad in training in Varese. The Selectors will at this time announce the method of trialing or the weighting of the 15 criteria found in Part 4.1.1 of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook to be used to finalise crew selection. 

· It is anticipated that the final crew decision will be made no later than the final day of training in Varese before returning to Australia on the 17th June. 

· The two rowers not named in the eight at this time will be named as the reserves. Following the Final OIlympic Qualification Regatta 15 – 18 June (Poznan), FISA will announce the final numbers of Olympic Alternate athletes (reserves) for the Beijing Olympic Games. At this time, the final decision can be made on whether one or two athletes will be eligible to travel to Beijing. 

· Should one alternate rower only be allocated by FISA, the decision between the two athletes will be weighted on the 15 selection criteria found in Part 4.1.1 of the 2008 Selection Policy Handbook - with a likely emphasis on the ability of the rower to row both sweep sides and scull competently. 
If you are unclear as to your requirements, please call Noel Donaldson, HPD and Chairman of selectors. hpd@rowingaustralia.com.au  (+61 418 357750)
Any other questions should be directed at the relevant category coach or the RA office. 

Good racing at the World Cups.

Regards,

Noel Donaldson

Noel W. Donaldson – High Performance Director.   
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