Competition Council Report 

June 2007

Competition Review

On the 23rd of April 2007 the Rowing Australia Board was presented with a discussion paper regarding a review of the National Championships.  The commitment by the Board to review the National Championships has resulted in a detailed brief being drafted to effective review not only the National Championship, but all Rowing Australia events.

The review will focus on a number of key areas which can be considered in various phases.  These are as follows:

Phase 1: 
Review of the competition program to determine the best format for all classes of competition

· July 2007 to September 2007

Phase 2:
Review of the hosting arrangements in line with the preferred competition model

· October 2007 to December 2007

Phase 3: 
Review of the management protocols and logistical issues in line with the preferred competition and hosting arrangement models

· January 2008 to March 2008

Phase 4: 
Report Finalisation and Approval 

(a) Complete overall report and make final recommendations

· April 2008 to May 2008

(b) Rowing Australia Board and Council to adopt final report and recommendations

· June 2008

(c) Implementation of the new competition model

· July 2008

The Rowing Australia Regatta Committee met on the 23rd of June to draft a model for the structure of future events.  This is provided to the Council for consultation.

2007 Australian Rowing Championships

The 2007 Australian Rowing Championships were conducted from March 5 – 11 at Nagambie Lakes in Victoria.  The event attracted a large number of competitors which totaled 1569 individual athletes, 1206 entries for a total 3486 seat (including coxes).  This represents a growth of approximately 5% over the entire regatta with the greatest level of growth being experienced in the under 17 age category.

The regatta proved to be challenging for all involved with extreme weather conditions throughout the course of the regatta.  Racing was cancelled for the Monday afternoon session as a result of unrowable conditions with time trials implemented for a number of other sessions.  The Boat Race Officials, Regatta Organising Committee and all of the volunteers involved in the delivery of the regatta must be congratulated for their efforts in such trying conditions.  

Rowing Australia received a number of concerns after the completion of the regatta regarding the fairness and safety of athletes and the suitability of certain courses of National Championships.  These issues will be addressed during the National Championship review which will take these concerns and the reports provided from the Competition Manager and President of the Jury into consideration.

2007 Australian Masters Rowing Championships

The 2007 Australian Masters Rowing Championships were conducted at the Sydney International Regatta Centre in Penrith from June 1 - 3.  The event attracted the largest number of entries for any national regatta conducted in Australia.  The 5,034 seats consisted of 1,553 entries from 1,133 individual athletes.  The 30% increase in participation for this regatta has been achieved by similar increases in participation in all boat classes and age categories. 

The significant number of entries and the limited timeframe for the regatta required a very smooth and efficient management to ensure all races could be conducted.  Racing starting at 7:30am each morning and concluding at 5:00pm each afternoon and only allowed a very limited lunch break.  The strong planning and delivery by the Organising Committee and the exceptional effort by the Boat Race Officials was meet with perfect weather conditions ensuring the very smooth and efficient conduct of the regatta.  The large volunteer workforce was a credit to the Organising Committee and their efforts were greatly appreciated by all involved.  Overall this was an exceptional regatta that was greatly appreciated and enjoyed by all of the participants and competitors.

The Rowing Australia Masters Committee met at the 2007 Australian Masters Rowing Championships to discuss the progression of the event.  The meeting began with a minutes silence in recognition of the passing of Ross Barnes, a long serving member of the Masters Committee who passed away in early 2007.  A number of issues were discussed relating to the overall development of the regatta.  The recommendation to the Board of Rowing Australia to appoint Peter Schryver to the Masters Committee in replacement of Ross Barnes and the extension of the Australian Masters Rowing Championships to four days were the two most prominent outcomes of the meeting.

2007 Australian Youth Olympic Festival

The Australian Youth Olympic Festival was staged in Sydney between the 17th and 21st of January. 

The rowing regatta was held at the Sydney International Regatta Centre in Penrith, the site of the rowing for the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games. 

The festival offered each state the chance to compete separately against countries including the Great Britain, New Zealand and China. 

Following two hard days of competition the Australian state crews performed admirably with NSW, Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia sharing 14 medals between them. 

Great Britain led the way with a total of 6 Gold Medals. Please find below the full medal table. 

A notable highlight of the regatta was the Gold medal won by the NSW Men’s 8+. The atmosphere for this marquee race had the crowd in raptures as the crews powered towards the line. The NSW crew of Luke Freeman, Luke Woods, Alistair Matthews, David Neuhaus, Andrew Connolly, Mitchell Estens, Bede Clarke, Kurt Spencer and coxswain Toby Lister held off the fast finishing Great Britain to the delight of the parochial crowd. 

Other Australian crews to pick up Gold medals included the Western Australian women’s Coxless Pair of Emily Rose and Elizabeth Alderman, and the Tasmanian women’s and men’s lightweight double sculls of Carly Cottam and Ella Flecker, and Jono Hookway and Jarrod Matthews. 

The competition was a terrific learning experience for all rowers who competed and also a good prequel to the World Junior Rowing Championships to be held in Beijing later in the year. 

	
	Gold
	Silver
	Bronze
	Total

	Great Britain 
	6
	5
	1
	12

	Tasmania 
	2
	1
	0
	3

	NSW 
	1
	4
	0
	5

	NZ 
	1
	1
	5
	7

	China 
	1
	1
	1
	3

	WA 
	1
	0
	3
	4

	VIC 
	0
	0
	2
	2


2006 Australian Youth Cup

The 2006 Australian Youth Cup was conducted at West Lakes in Adelaide from 1 to 3 September 2006. The event attracted the top youth rowers from Australia and New Zealand and is designed to provide additional competition for rowers under the age of 21. A consistent effort from the New Zealand team saw them take out the Rusty Robertson Trophy for the team with the highest points.

With 2 gold, 4 silver and 6 bronze medals it took the New Zealanders until the last race of the regatta to secure the overall win. With an impressive performance in the Women’s Eight, the New Zealanders led all way to secure their second gold medal of the regatta and the overall win. South Australia, who went into the final race with 5 gold and 3 bronze, was the best of the Australian states but could only manage 5th place to hand New Zealand the Rusty Robertson trophy. Queensland finished 3rd on the points score followed by Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania, Western Australia and the Australian Capital Territory.

Rowing Australia would like to thank the South Australian Rowing Association for their contribution to the development of this event. The Australian Youth Cup has been held in Adelaide for the last 4 years under the direction of Barbara Fenner. With the event moving to Victoria in 2007 it is an ideal time to acknowledge the hard work and coordination by Barb and her team that has seen this event increase in standard and importance over the past years.

After the completion of the regatta, a meeting of the State Development Officers was convened to discuss the progression of this event.  A number of issues were discussed regarding the rules governing this event, the most of important of which was the progression system and substitution rules.  Concerns were raised that the random draw for the heats may eliminate stronger crews due to harder heats.  In addition to this the substitution rules were seen as confusing and unclear as a result of the requirement for athletes to compete in 3 events.  These issues are being addressed by the Umpires Committee with the intention of rectifying some of the concerns in 2007.  The competition review will further address these and other issues that have been raised regarding this event. 

