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Rowing Australia welcomes additional funding for sport

Rowing Australia President, Patrick McNamara, welcomed this week’s Federal Budget announcement of an additional $55.7 million to the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) over the next four years.

This additional funding brings the total Australian Government commitment to the ASC for the financial year 2006–07 to approximately $200 million. Of this, $60 million has been committed to National Sporting Organisations to assist the ASC to deliver excellence in sports performance by Australian athletes, including those who will participate in the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

The new funding will address four key areas over four years, namely high performance athlete development ($20.8m), coaching ($4.6m), sports science ($8.7m), and sports excellence at the Australian Institute of Sport ($21.6m).

The additional funding will be spent on: establishing a national talent identification network; identifying, training and retaining elite coaches to oversee the development of high performance athletes; and, critical areas of need in sports science including skills acquisition, data collection and analysis and performance analysis. $15.6m will be invested in the scholarship programs of the AIS, and $6.0m will be spent on increasing the capacity of the AIS to deliver support services directly to athletes and coaches.

“Rowing Australia congratulates the Australian Government for its continuing financial commitment to elite sport in Australia. This commitment recognises the international challenges facing Australian sport, as countries around the world adopt their own elite sports systems and allocate more resources to them,” said Mr McNamara.

… “Rowing Australia’s position as one of the leading rowing countries in the world is clearly the result of the generous funding from the Government that supports our talented athletes and coaches.”

Rowing Australia will compete in the FISA World Cup series in Europe before competing in the FISA World Championships in Eton in August and is hoping to finish on top of the medal table again this year.

“The success of Australian sport since Minister Kemp became involved must make him the most successful sports Minister of all time,” Mr McNamara said.
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